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Abstract 
This research focused on investigating the effectiveness of picture series as a medium 
to teach writing a narrative text to the tenth grade students of SMAN 7 Pontianak in 
academic year 2017/2018. It was pre-experimental research and the subjects of the 
research were thirty four students of X MIA 5. The sample was taken using cluster 
random sampling technique. The technique of data collection was measurement test. 
Then, the instruments to collect the data were pre-test and post-test in the form of writing 
test. The findings showed that the mean score of pre-test was 65.35 and post-test was 
72.50. The interval between the pre-test and post-test was 7.15. Based on the data 
analysis, the effect size was 0.89 and categorized as “moderate effect” based on the table 
of effect size. Therefore, the use of picture series as a medium to teach writing a 
narrative text was considerably effective in which the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was 
accepted and the null hypothesis (H0) was rejected. 
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INTRODUCTION  
Writing is one of skills in language 
learning. The ability of students in writing 
can be one of their achievements in learning 
English. In the recent curriculum in 
Indonesia, curriculum 2013, writing is one of 
the skills which are assessed as a result of 
students’ understanding in their English 
learning. In this case, students are expected to 
have a skill to make various kinds of texts. 
The function of writing for students is as 
a means to communicate and share their ideas 
in a way other than through speaking. 
According to Byrne (1993), some learners, 
especially those who do not learn easily 
through oral practice alone, feel more secure 
if they are allowed to read and write in the 
language. It means there are some people 
who are comfortable to learn language 
through writing. Therefore, writing can be an 
alternative to communicate to other people 
besides speaking. 
In writing, there are many kinds of text 
namely recount, report, procedure, narrative, 
and descriptive. Each text has its own social 
function, generic structure and different 
purpose when they are made. For example a 
descriptive text has a purpose to describe 
person or object. The other text, like a 
narrative text has a purpose to entertain the 
reader about the story in the past.  
Students are expected to write various 
types of texts according to its characteristics 
in curriculum 2013. One of the types is 
narrative text. In writing narrative text, 
students should follow the rules based on the 
characteristics, for example the generic 
structure or the social function. 
Unfortunately, sometimes the students have 
difficulties to find the ideas for their writing. 
Therefore, the teacher needs to find the ways 
to help the students in finding the ideas for 
writing a narrative text. 
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One of the ways that the teacher can 
apply to teach writing a narrative text that can 
guide students’ ideas to write a narrative text 
and make a good atmosphere in the class is 
using appropriate medium. There are many 
kinds of medium that can be used, one of 
which is using picture series. According to 
Wright (2004), picture series have a 
contribution in language learning to make it 
interesting and motivating for the students. 
Picture series also give a sense of the context 
of the language, and be a specific reference 
point or stimulus. Hence, picture series can be 
promoted as a medium in teaching writing 
narrative text to make the learning becomes 
more interesting and help the students to 
gather the ideas of a story. 
The writer has found that the use of 
picture series as a medium in teaching writing 
narrative text has been conducted by 
Gutierrez (2015) using quasi-experimental 
research. The obtained results through 
descriptive statistics indicated there was a 
significant difference between the group 
which was taught through pictures series. The 
other research which used similar medium 
was conducted by Hermanto (2013) who used 
classroom action research. The result showed 
that the use of picture series is effective to 
improve students’ writing skill by the score 
from 56 in the preliminary study and 65 in the 
first cycle, to 70.2 in the second cycle. It 
means from both of the previous research, 
picture series had been proven to be a good 
medium to teach writing narrative text. In this 
research, the reseracher need to know if the 
medium is effective or not in teaching writing 
narrative text based on the problem that had 
been mentioned before. The researcher used 
pre-experimental study where the result was 
counted in statistics. The result could be 
concluded by seeing the interval score from 
pre-test and post-test and also the 
qualification of the effect size. 
In conclusion, to know whether the 
implementation of  picture series as a medium 
to teach writing narrative text can give 
significant effect or not for students, the 
researcher had conducted this  research to the 
tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 7 
Pontianak in academic year 2017/2018.  
 
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 
The design of this research was pre-
experimental study because in this research, 
the researcher aimed to investigate whether 
the use of picture series was effective or not 
in teaching writing narrative text. According 
to Cresswell (2012), pre-experimental study 
is a design with a single group or an 
intervention of a short duration. In addition, 
Cohen, Manion, and Morrison (2007) 
represent the one group pre-test post-test 
design as O is pre-test and post-test and X is 
treatment.  
The population of this research is the 
tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 7 
Pontianak in academic year 2017/2018. The 
number of tenth grade students in SMA 
Negeri 7 Pontianak is 305 students.  The 
researcher took X MIA 5 of SMA Negeri 7 
Pontianak as the sample of the research. The 
class is consist of 34 students. The researcher 
used cluster random sampling as a technique 
of sampling. Margono (2007) said that cluster 
random sampling is used when the population 
is not consist of the individuals, but in a group 
of individuals. 
 
Table 1. Population of Students 
Class Number of Students 
X MIA 1 34 
X MIA 2 34 
X MIA 3 34 
X MIA 4 34 
X MIA 5 34 
X IIS 1 34 
X IIS 2 34 
X IIS 3 34 
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X IIS 4 33 
Total 305 
The researcher used pre-test and post-
test as a technique of data collection using 
measurement technique. The function of pre-
test was to measure students’ ability before 
given a treatment and the function of post-test 
was to measure students’ ability after given a 
treatment. 
The form of pre-test and post-test was 
writing narrative text.  Students were asked to 
write narrative text based on the generic 
structure and language feature of narrative 
text. Therefore, the analysis is evaluated 
based on generic structure and language 
features. In this research, the researcher used 
written test in form of narrative text to gather 
the data. The students were asked to write 
based on the topic. To evaluate the students 
score, the researcher followed the items of 
specification and scoring rubric as a 
guideline. 
 
Table 2. Items of Specification 
Items Specification 
Organization 
1. Orientation 
 
 
 
2. Complication 
 
 
 
3. Resolution 
 
Write the complete parts of orientation by 
introducing the characters and the setting using 3 
Ws (Who, When, Where), in order to attract 
readers’ attention. 
 
Write the crisis or problem in the chronological 
order using appropriate transition signals toward 
a climax. 
 
Write how the crisis or problem is completely 
solved. 
Vocabulary 
Paragraph is written using with appropriate word 
choice to express ideas (noun, verb, adjective, 
and adverb). 
Grammar 
Paragraph is written using appropriate grammar 
(simple past tense and past continuous tense). 
Mechanics 
Paragraph is written with accuracy of 
capitalization, spelling, and punctuation. 
(Modified from Heaton, 1988) 
 
Table 3. Scoric rubric 
Aspect Level Score Criteria 
O
rg
an
iz
at
io
n
 
O
ri
en
ta
ti
o
n
 Very Good 4 
Introduces the character(s) and setting 
clearly using 3 Ws (Who, When, Where) 
within the context of action which attract 
reader's attention 
Good 3 
The writer used 2 of 3 Ws to introduced 
the character and setting 
Fair 2 
The writer used 1 of 3 Ws to introduced 
the character and setting 
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Poor 1 
There is no introduction to the character 
and setting of the story 
C
o
m
p
li
ca
ti
o
n
 
Very Good 4 
Series of actions are presented in the 
chronological order toward a problem 
using appropriate transition signals 
toward a climax 
Good 3 
Series of actions are presented in the 
chronological order toward a problem 
using some transition signals 
Fair 2 
Series of actions are loosely organized 
and the actions are presented in somewhat 
choppy to a problem 
Poor 1 
Series of actions are not presented in 
chronological order 
R
es
o
lu
ti
o
n
 
Very Good 4 
The resolution is strong. Crisis is 
completely solved and the idea is end 
smoothly 
Good 3 
The resolution is recognizable, but the 
crisis is roughly solved 
Fair 2 
The resolution is unclear and the 
paragraph just end 
Poor 1 There is no resolution in the paragraph 
V
o
ca
b
u
la
ry
 
Very Good 4 
Writer uses appropriate word choice 
based on their function to express  ideas 
(noun, verb, adjective, and adverb) 
Good 3 
Writer makes occasional errors (1-4 
errors) on word choice 
Fair 2 
Writer makes frequent errors (5-8 errors) 
on word choice 
Poor 1 
Writer dominates his composition with 
inappropriate word choice 
G
ra
m
m
ar
 
Very Good 4 
Writer demonstrates mastery of grammar 
and sentence structure 
Good 3 
Writer shows 1-4 grammatical and 
sentence structure errors 
Fair 2 
Writer shows 5-8 grammatical and 
sentence structure errors 
Poor 1 
Writer shows no mastery on grammatical 
and sentence structure 
M
ec
h
an
ic
 
Very Good 4 
Writer demonstrates mastery of 
conventions 
Good 3 
Writer makes occasional errors of 
spelling, punctuation, and capitalization 
Fair 2 
Writer makes frequent errors of spelling, 
punctuation, and capitalization 
5 
 
Poor 1 
Writer dominates his composition by 
errors of  spelling, punctuation, and 
capitalization 
(Modified from Weigle, 2002) 
 
RESEARCH FINDINGS AND 
DISCUSSION 
Research Findings 
After conducting a research in teaching 
writing narrative text to the tenth grade 
students of SMA Negeri 7 Pontianak in 
Academic Year 2017/2018 using picture 
series as a medium, the data were analyzed to 
answer the research question. Before that, the 
result of students’ score can be seen in the 
following table:
 
Table 4. The Result of Students’ Score 
No Name 
Score 
D D2 
Pre-test Post-test 
1 A 75 83 8 64 
2 ABA 63 79 16 256 
3 ARN 58 71 13 169 
4 AFS 63 67 4 16 
5 BSA 63 75 12 144 
6 BF 71 75 4 16 
7 DAM 58 50 -8 64 
8 DG 63 67 4 16 
9 ENK 58 54 -4 16 
10 FA 67 67 0 0 
11 FSM 71 75 4 16 
12 GA 71 88 17 289 
13 IIA 46 58 12 144 
14 IR 71 83 12 144 
15 JMA 67 63 -4 16 
16 LZY 83 88 5 25 
17 MAD 63 79 16 256 
18 MF 79 88 9 81 
19 MRS 63 58 -5 25 
20 MCW 80 92 12 144 
21 NR 67 58 -9 81 
22 N 79 83 4 16 
23 NP 50 58 8 64 
24 PPS 63 75 12 144 
25 RA 63 63 0 0 
26 RR 54 63 9 81 
27 RI 50 71 21 441 
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28 RW 71 63 -8 64 
29 RADN 67 79 12 144 
30 SG 83 92 9 81 
31 SMN 50 63 13 169 
32 SA 63 75 12 144 
33 TIP 58 75 17 289 
34 ZAP 71 83 12 144 
Total 2222 2461 239 3763 
Average 65,35 72,50 7,02 110,67 
 
From the data above, it is showed that 
the mean of the pre-test is 65.35 and post-test 
is 72.50. After having the mean for both pre-
test and post-test, the interval score between 
pre-test and post-test was MD = 72.50-65.35 
= 72.15. To know whether the use of picture 
series is effective or not to teach writing a 
narrative text, the researcher must find the 
effect size (Es). Before that, it is needed to 
find the t-test. It can be calculated as follows: 
𝑡 =
𝑀𝐷
√∑ 𝐷
2 − (∑𝑫)
𝟐
𝑵
𝑁(𝑁 − 1)
  
=  
7.15
√1.85
=  
7.15
1.36
  
= 5.257..........................................(1) 
From the calculation above, it shows that 
the value of tratio is 5.257. Next, the value of 
tratio is compared to the ttable. In the table of t-
values with the degree of freedom (df) = N-1 
= (34-1) = 33 and with the level of 
significance at .05, it is shown that the value 
of ttable is 2.042. It shows that the value of tratio 
(5.257) is more than the value of ttable (2.042). 
From those explanations, it can be concluded 
that teaching writing recount text by using 
picture series is effective. 
Then, after the researcher find the t-test, 
it is applied to compute the effect size. The 
computation is as follows: 
𝐸𝑠 = 𝑡√1 𝑁⁄   
= 5.257(0.171) 
= 0.89................................................(2) 
From the result, the number of effect 
size is 0.89. To clarify that the result is 
effective or not, it can be seen from the table 
of effect size below: 
 
Table 5. The Qualification of 
Effectiveness 
Effect size Qualification 
0 – 0.20 Weak effect 
0.21 – 0.50 Modest effect 
0.51 – 1.00 Moderate effect 
>1.00 Strong effect 
(Adapted from Cohen, Manion, and 
Morrison, 2007) 
 
Because the number of effect size is 
0.89, it can be concluded that the 
qualification is “moderate effect”. 
 
Discussions 
Based on the calculation from research 
findings, there was the effectiveness in the 
implementation of picture series in teaching 
writing narrative text. It is showed from the 
increasing of the differences between mean 
score of pre-test and post-test, tratio which is 
bigger than ttable, and also the effect size 
which is categorized as “moderate effect”. 
The research took four meetings. In the 
first meeting, the researcher gave the students 
a pre-test to measure students’ ability in 
writing narrative text before treatment. The 
second and third meeting, the researcher gave 
the treatment. Then, in the last meeting, the 
researcher gave the post-test for the students. 
After that, the researcher analyzed the result 
from the pre-test and post-test. 
Based on the data and the process during 
the research, some information was obtained. 
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First of all, in the pre-test session, students 
seemed confused to what they were going to 
write. The students said that they did not 
know the story line of Malin Kundang story. 
Then, to solve this problem, the researcher 
gave them a glance information about Malin 
Kundang. After that, they developed the story 
by their own ideas. From the pre-test, it was 
known that many students did not know how 
to organize the narrative text well and used 
the approppriate vocabulary and grammar. 
Secondly, when the researcher gave the 
treatment, the students were very enthusiastic 
and interested with using the picture series. It 
was supported by the theory stated by Wright 
(2004) that the picture series have a 
contribution in language learning to make it 
interesting and motivating the students. In the 
first meeting of treatment, the researcher 
explained to the students what is narrative 
text, the generic structure of narrative text, 
how to write in past form, the using mechanic 
of writing and how to apply picture series. In 
this session, the researcher and the students 
discussed the picture series, organized the 
generic structure, and collected the 
vocabulary from the picture. After that, they 
used the vocabulary to make sentences in past 
form. The process of learning in the first 
meeting had done well. But, there were 
students who still used the present form in 
making the sentences. To overcome this 
problem, the researcher remind them again in 
the second meeting. 
Thirdly, in the second meeting of 
treatment, the researcher divided the students 
into a group. In this session, the students 
described the picture series and wrote the 
vocabulary based on the picture series. The 
students did it well, even there were student 
who did not focused and talked to their friend 
during the discussion. But, to overcome this 
problem, the researcher walked in the class to 
monitor their worked and asked what their 
problem were. Then, they wrote the result of 
discussion to their own writing. They started 
to link all the vocabulary to the paragraph. 
From the vocabulary that they have been 
discussed with their friends, they started to 
organize the writing based on the process of 
writing. During the pre-writing, they wrote 
the draft to gather the ideas of the story. Then, 
they revised the writing by asking their 
friends to recheck their writing. After that, 
they edited their writing according to 
appropriate grammar, vocabulary, and 
mechanic. 
Finally, although the result is “moderate 
effect”, there were development between pre-
test and the post-test which the result can be 
seen in the research findings. This result 
supported the previous research that had been 
mentioned before. Gutierrez (2015) obtained 
the average performance of the experimental 
and control group increased substantially 
(37.82% and 37.14% respectively) from the 
research. Hermanto (2013) obtained by the 
score from 56 in the preliminary study and 65 
in the first cycle, to 70.2 in the second cycle. 
From the comparison, the researcher found 
that the application of using picture series to 
teach writing narrative text is effective. 
 
CONCLUSIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
Conclusions 
According to the research findings and 
discussions, the researcher sum up several 
conclusions. Firstly, the use of picture series 
as a medium of teaching is considerably 
effective in teaching writing narrative text. It 
was shown in the number of difference 
between pre-test and post-test, t-test, and 
effect size. Secondly, the use of picture series 
is applicable in writing narrative text. It is 
considered to help the students in organizing 
the generic structure and makes the students 
interested in teaching and learning process of 
narrative text. It is also because the narrative 
text has a sequence story that can be sorted 
using picture series.  
 
Suggestions 
Based on the data analysis of the 
research and conclusions, the researcher 
would like to give some suggestions as 
follows: (1) Picture series is a recommended 
medium in teaching writing narrative text 
because it is consider to help students to have 
a better writing and makes the process of 
learning more interesting. (2) The teacher 
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should choose the suitable pictures in order to 
make the line of the story clear and easy to 
understand. (3) For the other researcher who 
use this medium, it is suggested to do it in the 
other text type because this medium is not 
only for narrative text, but also it is applicable 
in other text type. 
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